Identification of students with special needs within

the Language Academy

Spanish Dominant Students
Take into consideration that kinder & 1st grades are still very developmental.  If,

however, by 2nd grade the Spanish-speaking student is not reading in Spanish, there is a

problem (because ample L1 support has been provided). Red Folder Process is

initiated once difficulties are noted.

Kinder
›
Close monitoring of student progress including RESULTS data, Estrellitas,

Writing Folder, Report Card, anecdotal notes, FLOSEM)

›
Myriad of “safety nets,” i.e. before/after school tutoring, full day kinder, work


with TWI Resource Teacher, parents to provide support at home (using


Benchmarks Letter as a guide), phone calls, double-dose instruction (2nd rotation

with teacher instead of independent center), in smallest group for rotations,


tutors (upper grade, parents, etc.)

› 
After each trimester conference is called with parents to get a feel for support at


home and divide interventions between home and school – TWI Resource


Teacher attends meeting

›
Documentation of above interventions & support in Red Folder after each


trimester – include dated sample work with teacher’s anecdotal notes detailing


activity, how work completed (independent, with teacher support, etc.) on


samples

First Grade
›
Teacher goes through cumulative folder & conferences with previous year’s teacher

›
Continued close monitoring of student progress (including RESULTS data,


Estrellitas, Writing Folder, Report Card, anecdotal notes, FLOSEM)

›
Continued implementation of “safety nets,” i.e. before/after school tutoring,


work with TWI Resource Teacher, parents to provide support at home (using


Benchmarks Letter as a guide), phone calls, double-dose instruction (2nd rotation


with teacher instead of independent center), in smallest group for rotations,


tutors (upper grade, parents, etc.), READING Lab

›
Continued dialogue with parents & documentation of such meetings

›
After each trimester conference is called with parents to get a feel for support at


home and divide interventions between home and school – TWI Resource


Teacher attends meeting

›
Update and include documentation of above interventions & support in Red


Folder after each trimester. Include dated sample work with teacher’s anecdotal


notes detailing activity, how work completed (independent, with teacher support,
etc,) on samples

Second Grade

›
Teacher goes through cumulative folder & conferences with previous year’s 
teacher

›
Continued close monitoring of student progress (including RESULTS data, sight


words, writing samples, reading stages, etc.)
›
Continued implementation of “safety nets,” i.e. before/after school tutoring, work


with TWI Resource Teacher, parents to provide support at home (using


Benchmarks Letter as a guide), phone calls, double-dose instruction (2nd rotation


with teacher instead of independent center), in smallest group for rotations,


tutors (upper grade, parents, etc.), READING Lab

›
Continued dialogue with parents & documentation of such meetings

›
Update and include documentation of above interventions & support in Red


Folder after each trimester – include dated sample work with teacher’s anecdotal
notes detailing activity, how work completed (independent, with teacher support,


etc.) on samples

›
Student is referred for assessment after first trimester

Identification of students with special needs within
the Language Academy

English Dominant Students

It is more challenging to identify if these students have a learning disability, or if they

are struggling to adequately acquire their second language. There is, however, close

monitoring of these students that includes consistent documentation of interventions

and parent communication. Red Folder Process is initiated once difficulties are noted.

Kinder
›
Close monitoring of student progress (including RESULTS data, Estrellitas,

Writing Folder, Report Card, anecdotal notes, FLOSEM)

›
Myriad of “safety nets,” i.e. before/after school tutoring, full day kinder, work


with TWI Resource Teacher, parents to provide support at home (using


Benchmarks Letter as a guide), phone calls, double-dose instruction (2nd rotation


with teacher instead of independent center), in smallest group for rotations,


tutors (upper grade, parents, etc.)

›
After first trimester conference is called with parents to get a feel for support at


home and divide interventions between home and school – TWI Resource 


Teacher attends meeting

›
After second trimester a second conference is called with parents to review


progress and discuss further interventions – TWI Resource Teacher attends


meeting

›
Documentation of above interventions & support in Red Folder after each


trimester – include dated sample work with teacher’s anecdotal notes detailing


activity, how work completed (independent, with teacher support, etc.) on


samples

**If at the end of kinder the student is not acquiring Spanish at a rate similar to other native English speaking peers, is not making academic progress, there is MINIMAL TO NO home support, attendance is poor, and student is unmotivated to learn Spanish (they will tell you if you ask), it may be appropriate to council that particular student out the program.

First Grade

›
Teacher goes through cumulative folder & conferences with previous year’s 
teacher

›
Continued close monitoring of student progress, especially L2 acquisition


(including RESULTS, FLOSEM, LAS data, Estrellitas, Writing Folder, Report


Card, anecdotal notes)

›
Continued implementation of “safety nets,” i.e. before/after school tutoring, work


with TWI Resource Teacher, parents to provide support at home (using


Benchmarks Letter as a guide), phone calls, double-dose instruction (2nd rotation


with teacher instead of independent center), in smallest group for rotations,


tutors (upper grade, parents, etc.)

›
Continued dialogue with parents & documentation of such meetings

›
Update and include documentation of above interventions & support in Red


Folder

Third Grade

›
Teacher goes through cumulative folder & conferences with last year’s teacher

›
Specific monitoring on progress in English reading and writing (RESULTS &


AR)
›
Continued close monitoring of student progress, especially L2 acquisition


(including RESULTS, FLOSEM, LAS data)

›
Continued implementation of “safety nets” – which may include specific pull-out


for small group instruction in English by Title VII Resource Teacher

›
At end of first trimester conference is called with parents to articulate concerns

(utilizing documentation from K-2)

›
At end of second trimester second conference is called with parents and Title VII


Resource Teacher is invited to meeting

›
Update and include documentation of above interventions & support in Red


Folder

Fourth Grade & Fifth Grade

›
Teacher goes through cumulative folder & conferences with last year’s teacher

›
Specific monitoring on progress in English reading and writing (RESULTS &


AR)

›
Continued close monitoring of student progress, especially L2 acquisition


(including RESULTS, FLOSEM, LAS data)

›
Continued implementation of “safety nets” – which may include specific pull-out


for small group instruction in English by Title VII Resource Teacher

›
Update and include documentation of above interventions & support in Red


Folder

›
Student is referred first trimester
